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Table:	Difference	in	Scores	across	Poli6cs	Essays,	2013-2015	

Note:	p-value	of	difference	from	difference	of	means	test	reported	for	whether	the	scores	for	
two	itera>ons	of	the	same	class	are	sta>s>cally	dis>nct;	p-value	of	.05	or	less	indicates	sta>s>cal	
significance	(*)	

Culture Artifact Analysis Reflection Total

2013 Politics in East 
Asia

5.0 3.0 4.1 12.1

2014 Politics in East 
Asia

6.4 7.1 7.0 20.5

p-value of difference 0.022 0.000 0.000 0.000

2013 Politics in 
China

5.3 4.8 5.1 15.2

2015 Politics in 
China

5.8 6.0 6.7 18.7

p-value of difference 0.164 0.050 0.011 0.028



VMI	Civiliza6ons	and	Cultures	Reflec6ve	Essay	Prompt	
• Write	a	three-	to	five-page	reflec>ve	essay	in	which	you	iden>fy	some	of	the	significant	

products	and	prac>ces	of	the	culture(s)	you	have	studied.	To	develop	and	illustrate	your	
focus	for	the	essay,	you	should	discuss	the	ways	in	which	the	ac>vi>es	and	assignments	
you’ve	selected	as	ar>facts	have	informed	and	shaped	your	learning	by	making	specific	
reference	to	them.	Use	the	style	of	documenta>on	(e.g.,	MLA,	APA,	or	The	Chicago	Manual	
of	Style)	suggested	by	your	instructor	to	clearly	document	references.	

• Requirements:	The	reflec>ve	essay	should	develop	from	a	clear,	compelling	focus	that	is	
organized,	thoroughly	developed	with	relevant	examples	drawn	from	ePorYolio	ar>facts,	
cohesively	structured,	and	expressed	in	clear,	carefully	edited	sentences.	For	the	reflec>ve	
essay,	you	will	draw	on	ar>facts	from	a	rich	assemblage	of	work	that	you	have	created	over	
the	course	of	the	semester.	Though	no	minimum	number	of	ar>facts	is	required	to	be	
placed	in	the	“showcase”	ePorYolio	and	discussed	in	the	reflec>ve	essay,	you	should	have	a	
sufficiently	large	number	of	completed	assignments	and	ac>vi>es	in	the	“workspace”	
ePorYolio	so	that	you	may	choose	from	among	them	to	select	those	that	help	you	advance	
and	develop	your	thesis	most	effec>vely.	

• The	reflec>ve	essay	will	contribute	to	your	final	course	grade.	(The	weight	of	the	assignment	
will	be	determined	by	your	instructor	but	must	count	a	minimum	of	ten	percent	in	all	
Civiliza>ons	and	Cultures	courses.)	The	assignment	must	be	submi^ed	by	the	last	day	of	
classes,	which	is	the	Ins>tute’s	deadline	for	submission	of	wri^en	work.	


